
 

 

12/4/20 

Dear Amherst Families, 

During the Governor’s press conference on Monday, he discussed new guidelines that schools could test back to 
in-person instruction under the orange zone through monthly testing of 20% of students and staff and 30% over a 
month in a red zone. He announced that written guidance would be provided to school districts. We have not 
received that final written guidance from the NYS Department of Health. 

National and state experts have stated that schools are much safer than the community at large, especially given 
the virus mitigation strategies used in schools such as social distancing, polycarbonate dividers, and especially 
wearing masks. Developmentally we know in-person schooling is the best thing for our students and our goal is to 
continue working toward returning to the Hybrid Instructional Model.  

We are working with our neighboring school districts in Erie County to establish, where practicable, a common 
date to reopen our schools. The decision is dependent on many variables including the final written guidance from 
NYS, regional data, community spread, as well as any issues that could emerge in our staffing levels. 

We are going to move forward with testing and will begin next week to test students and staff, by 
appointment, to meet the 20% requirement so we are prepared to open as soon as guidance is issued. We have 
NYSDOH approval as a limited service laboratory (LSL), the testing kits and an established partnership with 
Aveanna Healthcare to administer tests. 

As a reminder, the testing population will only include staff members and students who will be working or 
attending school in-person (on-site) and consent to testing. Also, we will not require testing for students without 
consent or as a condition of attending in-person instruction unless the guidance from NYS requires it. 

If your child is selected for testing, the principal will contact you to set up an appointment at your child’s school 
during the week of Dec. 7-11 for the BinaxNow COVID-19 Ag Card nasal test. This minimally invasive test 
involves a brief nasal swab at the opening of the nasal passage and results are available within 15 minutes. 
Watch the videos of our Smallwood and Windermere friends to see how easy the test is. 

For this round of tests (Dec. 7-11), parents will be allowed to accompany their child to the appointment with mask, 
social distancing, and screening protocols. Test results will be securely stored in the Aspen Parent Portal Health 
Module, which is HIPAA compliant, and available daily after 4 p.m. However, any student or staff testing positive 
will be personally contacted. 

I will continue to keep you informed as new information emerges. 

Thank you, 

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent 
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